Fixed Facility Needs


Stations have variable service life depending on construction and location.  Station location is driven by population centers and response coverage of the district.  Station locations impact ISO ratings as the rating is effective within an approved water district and within five miles to a station.

This section establishes the Northern Lakes Fire Protection District position regarding requirements for future station locations and current station upgrades to provide shelter for additional staffing and equipment required to meet Northern Lakes Fire Protection District and taxpayers’ expectations. Northern Lakes Fire Protection District must evaluate minimum station requirements to assure code compliance and adequate response to emergency situations within the boundaries of the Northern Lakes Fire Protection District (NLFPD). Further, the assumption is made that the Commissioners and taxpayers understand the station is “home” to the firefighters’ one-third of the year. Therefore, consideration must be made to provide a “livable” environment for the personnel. 
Rathdrum - The Rathdrum station is in immediate need of replacement. The original design of the station was to facilitate a volunteer district. The needs of the area have changed and the facility is currently being used to house career staff. NLFPD cannot support any additional staffing of on-duty personnel (career, volunteer, or resident) within the current station at Rathdrum. A new station will be required to adequately house the additional personnel and fire equipment necessary for the personnel to perform essential job tasks as related to meeting NFPA 1710 and meet future service demand. This station requires adequate bay space for current and future needs, and crew quarters to accommodate a minimum of 14 response staff (career, volunteer, and resident staff based on future growth estimates).  Station needs to meet current NFPA standards as listed in the supporting documents. Current staffing levels are five personnel. Future growth will increase the staffing requirements at the Rathdrum Station. Provisions to accommodate these resources in the initial design may be money well spent. 

There is a current need for a new station in the Rathdrum area. This is predicated by: 1) the property is owned by BNSF and leased to the NLFD; 2) impending construction of the second railroad track by BNSF will impede on current property; and 3) current station design not conducive to District’s operations.  Long-term growth will require the following personnel to be manned at the Rathdrum Station:

· EMS Ambulance – 2 personnel

· Fire Suppression Engine Company – 4 personnel

· North Medic – 1 personnel

· Resident Firefighters – Up to 6 personnel

· Volunteer Staff – Up to 3 personnel

 
These personnel will require specialized equipment to perform essential job tasks. This equipment will require shelter from external elements to ensure response at all times irregardless of weather conditions and other environmental concerns. Current facilities cannot accommodate the additional resources due to limited bed space and bay space.


Garwood – If current growth patterns continue, a new station will be required in the Garwood area.  This station would need to incorporate living facilities for career and volunteer staff.  The Garwood area would also be an excellent location for the administration staff as this would place the administrative services more central to our district and customers.

Projected cost is estimated by current cost per square foot and adjusted 3% annually for inflation.

	Year
	2007 (Rathdrum)
	2015 (Garwood)

	Cost
	$2,500,000
	$6,000,000


Construction costs have skyrocketed in the past two years. As such the cost estimate of a new station is tentative based on market trends.

Hayden – The recent purchase of the Hockett property north of the Hayden Station will supply some temporary relief of overcrowded administrative space in the short term.  The renovation of the Hayden station will depend on the Garwood station decision of the Board.  If the Garwood station is built and administration is included in the Garwood station, the current Hayden station can be renovated to accommodate the increase in suppression personnel. The Hockett property could be used as additional parking.  If the Garwood station is not built, the current station would require expansion into the Hockett property to accommodate future administration and suppression personnel needs.  The Hayden station expense was not estimated due to the scope of the project has not been determined.
A year by year break-out of these estimates is included in Section 10 – Costs Associated with Anticipated Needs under Capital Expenditure Needs.  


